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General George H. Thomas at Czmp Dick
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LACK OF SUPPLIES.

General Felix K. Zollicoffer in

East Tennessee.

HIS TROOPS TUNARMED.
Re-enforcements Pouring in

From Ohioc and Indiana.

-————

General Thomss found, on assuming eommand
at Camp Dick Eobinson, on the 15th of Sep-
sember, 1861, very little that enters into the
formation of a military camp, except men. A
few boxes of clothing had arrived and had been

distributed premiscuously where the articles |

were most needed. A pair of pants here and &
blouse there; here a hat sud there & pairof
shoes ; and, to add to the grotesgue Appearance
of the command, an occasional army overcoat
might be seen, whose accommodating skirts
cancesled, tosome extent, the absence of an im-
portant article of wearing apparel. General
Thomas found smple need for the patience
and fortitude with which he was endowed, in
the formation of sn army frem the-crude ma-
terial st his command. Accusiomed to the

methods of the Regulararmy and to the dis- |
eipline of its soldiery, he had never until now |

bad comwand of & brigade composed exclu-
sively of volunteer tyoops. The bufl-colored
shoulder-straps of a colonel of cavalry bad not
been replaced by the star of the brigadier to
which be was entitled when he srrived at Camp
Dick Eobinson. He was accompanied by Cap-
tain Geo. E. Flynt, the accomplished and effi-
elent adjutant-general, who remsined until the
close of she war his trusted confidential adviser
and friend. For twenty-five years General
Thomas had been accustomed to martisl scenes.
He had fought the Seminoles in the everglades
snd the fierce Comanches on the plains. He
bad won distinction iu the war with Mexico,
snd st the breaking out of the war of the
rebellion found himself major of a regiment of

~ eavalry, of which Albert Ridney Johnstou was

oolonel, Robert E. Lee was lieutenant-colonel,
snd W. J. Hardee was major. Promoted to
& coloneley on the 34 of May, 1861, he served a
few months in the Eastern army before being
sommissioned a brigadier-general in the Regu-
lar army and sent to report to Genersl Aunder-
son at Lonisville.

In every position in which he had been placed
througheut his military career he had borne
bimself & man—modest, brave, and incorrupti-
ble; he had witnessed the capture of his native
Virginig by the Confederscy ss he woald have
seen one of his companies taken inbattle, with
oo other emotion than s determination to re-
sapture it; and now, st the age of forty-five,
she real drama of his life was to begin.,

LACE OF ARMY FUPPLIES.

The bhitherto insurmountable dificulty in
egquipping this command for its expedition into
East Tennessee had been to obtain the neces-
wry supplies. Week aficr weck the impetuous
Nelson had been compelled to wait, until hope
and patiemce were alike exhausted. General
Thomas lost mo time in introdocing military
eystem into the camp, and in imparting to it
the character of & camp of instruction. Com-
pany and battaliondrill became a pari of the

y duties, and & laudable desire to excel in
discipline of their regiments animated the
officers.

The patience, dignity, and self-control which
meverforsook him in the most trying emergencies
and whick afterwards gave him the unboundad
sontrol of the army, was at no period of Lislife
more manifest than now. Fally aliveto the im-
portance of the expedition into East Tennessee,
which eontemplated the permanent occnpation
of Enoxville and control of the Virginia and
Esst Tennessoe railroad, he was powerless to
obtaiv even the ciothing necessary to prescrve
the lives of his men. He had no wagons and
eouid not obtain them. Hundreds were being
shipped to Rosecrans in Western Virginia. The
erders of Fremont were on file in all the manu-
factories st Cincinnati, snd were being Slled as
rupidly as possible. Finding that no assistance
could be rendered by the guartermaster's de-
partment st Leuisville or Cincinnati, and that
Gencrel Thomas, by the very fact of his
military education, was committed to Reculer
army methods for ebtaining supplies through
fhe regulsr channels, the writer, then a mem-
ber of bis staff, conceived the idea of procur-
ing them by the same means that had proved suc-
cessful in the hands of General Fremont. Mak-
ing out & veguisition upon Captein Dickerson,
sasistant guartermaster at Cincinnati, for a
large guantity of clothing, tents and other camp
equipsge, and having it approved by General
Thomas, he proceeded to Cincinnati and pre-
sented it to Captain Dickerson. He was in-
formed that the guartermaster's departmcnt
was powerless to furnish the articles enumer-
ated, and that, being indebted to the clothing
mnvufacturers over 8 million dollars, his credit
with them was exhavsted. He thexn applied to
Colonel Swords, assistant quartermaster general
at Louisville, to know st what time he might
expect to reccive funds for the eguipmoent of

Camp Dick Robinson; towhich Colonel Swards |

sesponded, designating the middle of October ns
the probable date. Knowing that the uncer-
taiuty as to the time fixed would debar him
from competing in open market for goods with
the sgents of Gencral - Fremout, who were
able to pay eash on delivery, and feeling
doeply the necessities of the men whom he
had left shivering in thoeir rags in camp, he
dctermined to purchuse the goods, if possible,
and agree to pay the 15th of October on
delivary at Nicholasville. He visited severs!
of the largest establishments and found lurge
guantities of clothing. Tempting piles of warm
flsunel shirts, blankets, blooses and overcoats,
pantuloons and woclen hosiery grected his eyes,
while accommmodating clerks stood ready to sell
them-—cheap for cash. Exhibiting the requisi-
tion s Lis oredontials, he left copies of it at
®several places, requesting the proprictors to
mark opposite each srticle the price at which
they would sell it for cash on delivery, and
hand it to him the pext day as a sealed pro-
poeal. The plan worked sdmbslly, The cloth-
ing was purchased in sccordance with the bids,
snd the officer retarued highly elated with his
success.  But Iris trivmph was of short dura-
Sion. The wext evening a stranger alighted
from thie stage at the canp, sud, iuguiring for

the acting guartermaster, was shown to his
quarters, *“1 have never visited a camp,” he
said, “and I came to see one.” The officer
welcomed him and expressed his willingness to

camp,” szid the stranger, “ the proprietors made
me & supercargo of a little invoice of clothing
that comprises a part of the goods yon purchased
yesterday,” The officer glanced at the bill and
found it was from one of the houses with whom
he had contracted : he compared it item by item
with the proposzal and found no wvariation in
prices; headded it and found it correct; he ex-
amined the checks of the receiving clerk at
Nicholasville, and found that the packages had
all arrived at the depot. There was no reason
why he ghould not pay the bill, except that he
had no money,
BATIEFYIRNG A CREDITOR.
He knew as well as he knew his name that a

goods to test his ability to meet his engage-
ments. Taking down a check-book on a
banking heuse at Lexinpton, {where he
had no aecount,) he deliberately wrote a
check for the amount, and, handing it to
the stranger, fook his receipted bill, excused
himself and mounted his horse for a ride to
Lexington. It may well be imagined that
| the emotions of the efficer were not of the most
| pleasurable description daring that lonely
| might ride of twenty miles. For the first time
in his life he had been guilty of a flagrant
crin;e, aud one which he feared General
Thomas would not condone. Arriving at Lex-
ington, be sought rest at a hotel, but counld pot
sleep. Rising early in the morning, he rang
the bell at the residence of the banker; for it
wias wveccssary {o arrange, if possible, for the
payment of the chack without being seen by
the bearer. The banker came down and the
officer at onck introduced himself. He stated
the condition of the eamp, and that the half-
clad troops staticned there eonstituted the only
defense of Lexington against the enemy, who
was reported to be advancing into Kentucky
from East Tennessce. He then exhibited the
telegram from Colonel Swords, and asked him if
Le {the banker) wonid advance money upon it,
provided Colomel Swords verified the dispateh.
“Yes,” said the old man, “to the extent of
my sbility.” “Iam giad to hear it,” said the
overjoyed officer; “for I have mlready drawn
a check upon your bank.” *“The check shall
be paid,” mid the banker. The homeward ride
through the erisp September morning air was a
pleasanter trip than the one of the previous
night. The troops were soon better clad and
in more comfortable quarters, and the loan
was prompily paid by Celonel Swords.
It is, perhaps, a trivial incident, but it will
serve to cxplain the éelay in carryving out the
design of the Government to occupy East Ten-
nessee. Ilaving ordered the expedition in
July, the War Department seemed to have for-
gotten it, and no means were provided to carry
it into execution. On the 20th of September
Captain Dickersoa telegraphed General Thomas
that he had commenced the shipment of wagons
to him, but before he hed gotten fairly under
way he had crdess from Western Virginia for
four handred, which took precedence. In fact
every army movement seemed to take prece-
dence of that which General Nelson had inan-
gorated, which General Thomas was straining
every means to carry forward, and which the
stout hearts and willing hands of 1,500 loyal
East Tennesseeans were pledged to assist in
aecomplishiag. Yet it is difficult to conceive
of & more important movement than that of the
early occupation of Iost Tennessee by a strong
force. The effect would have been to cut off
all railroad communication between the easiorn
and wesiern portions of the Confederncy, ex-
cept by the lonz and devious routes south of
the Appelichian chiain of mountains, and to
add to the srmy of the United States fully
10,000 hardy mounliaineers inured to toil and
hardship, besides performing a solemn duty in
protecting a loral people against thie persccu-
tion of the epcmiés of the Union. A tithe of
the troops, arms and camp cquipage lying idle
upen the banks of the Potomse trausferred to
General Thomas in September would have en-
abled him to puncture the shell which the Con-
federates managed by a show of strength to
maintain far onfside of the real bounds of their
terrifory for nearly a year longer.
AFFAITS IN EAST TEXNESSEE,

East Tennescee is separated from Kentucky
by the Cumberland Mountains and from West-
ern Virgiria by the Iron and Alleghany Moun-
tains. The country is watered by the Holston
and Clinch REivers, which, flowing from the
north and east, unite at Kingston and form
the Tennessee lliver. The East Tennessee and
Georgin Railroad, 130 miles long, connects
Chattanooga st the southern end of the valley
with Knoxville on the nerth, from which
place the Virginiz and Tennessee Railroad
rans to Lynchiburg, Virginia. The population,
similar in character to that in Eastern Ken-
tucky and Western Virginia, earnestly pro-
tested aguinst the sceession of the State, cast-
ing 30,903 wotes against it to 5507 votes in
favor thereof. Having, under suthority of an
act of the Legislature, equipped an army of
25,000 men, recruited from among the ranks of
the secessionists, Governer Harris stationed
them where they would do the most good, and even
then the voto for separztion from the Union at
a subsequent eltction resulted in a vote of 32.-
923 votes against 10 14,750 in favor of the means-
ure. The Usion men claimed that in the last
election over 10,000 non-residents, composed of
State troops and others, voted in favor of seces-
sion. Encouraged by the prospect of aid from
the General Government, they were actively
engaged in organizing themselves into com-
panies and reziments, with which to re-enforce
the troops that were expected from Kentueky,
and were so largely in the majority in most of
the counties as to render concealment of their
designs unnecossary. The Knoxville Whig,
published by W. G. Brownlow, breathed out
threatening and slaughter against the South-
ern Confederacy, end the lack of arms ouly
prevented &n open rebelllon. Genernl Felix
K, Zolliceffer, an ex-member of Copgress and,
editor of a Nashville paper, a man of high
personal character and an ardent secessionist.
was, in accordance with the recommendation of
General Polk, selceted July 26th to command
| the Confederate forces in East Tenunessee, the
Tennecseee troops having been transferred to
the Confederary,

BARBAROUS TERATMENMT OF UKION MEN,

It is generaliy conceded that General Zolli-
coffer, upon assuning command of the district
of Esst Tennessee, really desired to overlook
the past offenses of the Union men and t6 pre-
vent, by a wise adminiskration of the power
with which he had been clothed, the atrecitics
which were being perpefrated upon them, He
granted a resdy audience to the persecuted
citizens and issued orders against interference
with the rights ef property, and but for his

clerk had besn sent with a small quantity of

render his stay as agreeable as possible. * When |
our house heard that I wished to visit your |

taking the ficld against the expected advance
of the foree at Camp Dick Robinson and leay-
ing the work of reconciliation that he had
commenced to other hands, the annals of this
period would not be stained by tales of rapine
and murder. The prison at Knoxville was
filled again and again by prisoners whose only
crime was that they were Union men, and the
choice offered them of accepting service against
their Union neighbars or being confined per-
manently in the military prizon at Salisbury,
N. C. An old man, a Methodist preacher,
was arrested for mnot omitting from his
prayer the petition fer the President of the
United States, and finally the consummation of
these fiendish atrocities was reached by an
order of banishment against the families of
refingees to the Union lines at their own ex-
pense, What wender that these people turned
longing eyes northward at every sunrise, hop-
ing to sce the glittering bayonets of an army
of deliverance,

DISPGSITION OF THE CONFEDERATE TROOPS,

The approach to Kast Tenuessce from the
north is gnarded by a high range of mountains,
through which there are three principal gaps
or depressions, viz, Pound Gap, 100 miles
northeast from Knoxville; Jimtown Gap,
e¢ighty miles northwest, and Camberland Gap,
sixty-five miles northward. A turnpike ex-
tended from Nicholasvile, Kentucky south-
east to Crab Orchard, sixty-five miles from
Camberiand Gap, and from that point through
the gap there was a dirt road, practicable until
late in the fall for heavy wagons, but almost
impassable in the winter. Along this road for
many years previous to the building of the Vir-
ginia and Tennessee and the Kentueky Central
Railroads, merchandise to supply the people of
East Teunessce bad been transporfed from
Maysville, Ky., on the Ohio River. Fully
alive to the importance of defending these gaps
against the approach of the Union forces, Gen-
eral Zollicoffer early in August disposed all
his available force, thirty-three infantry com-
panies, along the base of the mountains at the
varicus gaps and bridle paths, to intereept com-
munieation between Kentucky and Tennessee
Union men. Using six cavalry companies as
scouts between the different posts, he placed
a section of light artillery in position at Cum-
berland Gap, and hell a battery in reserve at
Kunoxville. Besides the infantry above referred
1o, he had one regiment and sixteen companies
stationed slong the line of the East Tennessee
and Georgia Raikroad, guarding bridges which
had been threatened by the Union men. His

%roops were all raw and undisciplined, and con-

stantly commitied depredations upon private
property. Under orders to search for arms,
they invaded private houses and pillaged them
of everything that their unbridled fancy led
them to desire. If any Union men in Kast
Tennessee had looked with approbation upon
the security offered to persons and property by
the neutrality policy of Kentucky, they had
no opportunity to put it in practice. Tho con-
duet of the Confederats troops quartered upon
them very soon eomverted the citizens into im-
placable enemies. Having stationed the troops
under his command as best he conld, Zollicoffer
proceeded to enroll volunteers in East Tennes-
see and Western Virginia for one year, and
many, to escape incarceration in Sonthern
prisons, joined his command with a mental
resermghion in taking the oath of allegiance to
the Southern Confederaey to desert its standard
at the first opportunity. Noitwithstandicg the
large amouunt of arms and ammunition which
the seceded States had seized in United
States forts and arsenals, and which had been
surrendered to them in almost every general
engagement since the beginuing of the war,
these important equipments for an army were,
cven so early as this, deplorably lacking, and
coniinued to be the “long-felt want” of the
Confederacy until the close of the war.
OCCUPATION OF CUMBERLAND GAP.

The scarch for arms ordcred by Governor
Harris in Tennessee had resulted in bringing
together a vaslt quantity of firearns, consisting
of & heterogeneous mass of squirrel rifles, shot
guns, and pistols, useless at long range, and
these were supplemented with huge knives
intended to be used in earving the backs of the
refreating enemy; for the pleasing illusion that
“the Yankees would not fight” was not yet dis-
peiled. Aupgust 20th Zollicoffer wrote fo Ad-
iutant-General Cooper: “ Reliable news just in
from Hosking' Cross Roads (Nelson’s camp).
4,000 well-armed men there, and coming in 400
or 500 perday. Plenty of arms. One thousand
men at Barboursville; 700 at Williamsburg
without arms. FEast Tennesseeans going on to
Hoskins for arms.” The next weck he received
the unwelcome information from the war de-
partment at Hichmond that no arms could be
furnished him.

The next few weeks wewe occupied in “seiz-
ing the leaders of the Union men™ and in a
vain attempt to ““‘conciliate their mismuided
followers.” FEarly in September he took mili.
tary control of the railroads in East Tennessee
to facilitate the transportation of supplies to
the armyin Virginia, and on the 8th announced
a forward movement into Kentucky via Cum-
berland Gap. Oxn the 21st he had taken posi-
tion at the gap, and flnding himself unable to
hold it with the means at his command if he
shonld lLe attacked, made reguizition for more
artillery. He eomplained of the difficulty in
obtaining accurate information, owing to the
hostility of the couniry, and was unable to
push his scouts but a shors distance from camp.
Receiving orders from General Johnston te
await further orders and time his movements
by the advance of Buckuer on the south, he
turned his attention to strengthening his posi-
tion. He soon found that the subsisterce of a
large force in a mountainous and hostile region
was even a greater obstacle to his advance than
the lack of arfillery. On the 24ih he was out
of bread. At thistime his command at Cember-
land Ford consisted of the Eleveuth, Beven-
toenth, Nincteenth, and Twentieth Tennessec
and the Fifteenth Mississippi imfantry regi-
ments, and the First, Second, and Third Ten-
nessee cavalry rogiments, which, with Rut-
ledge’s battery of light arfillery, numbered
3,540 present for duty—aggregate present, 4,578
besides 3,600 other troops,armed and unarmed,
left bebind in Fast Tennesseo. On the follow-
ing day, receiving supplies from his rear, he
moved the Eleventh Tennessee infantry, Colo-
nel Raines, and the First Tennessee eavalry,
Colonel McNairy, forward, with six days’ ra-
tions, to disledge the Union foree at Laurel
Bridge to cover an expedition to the salt works
in Clay county, Eentucky. This movement
wes entircly succesz{ul. The Union foree, a
picket of Woolford's cavalry, fell back, and the
salt, about two hundred barrels, found at the
works was captured and conveyed to camp,

UNION TROOPS IN THE “ BLUE GRrAsa.”

On the 20th of September General Thomas
directed Colonel T. T. Garrard to proceed with
his regiment, the Seventh Kentucky infantry,
to Rockeastle Hills, beyond Crab Orchard, on

™~

! for his men ; to keep out intrnders, and to ob-
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the Caomberland Gap road, and take a strong
position, fortifying it 80 as to enuble him to
defend himself against any force that might be
sent against him. He had orders to build huts

tain all the information possible of the enemy’s
movements, and report the same to headquar-
ters overy day; to Keep up commmunication
with Colonel Sidncy M. Barnes at Irvine, whose
regiment, the Eighth Kentucky infantry, had
been placed in position to intercept communi-
cation with the enemy via Pound Gap, 2ud to
capture any parties trying to escape into the
Confederate lines.

Colonel Bramlette, with his regiment, (Third
Kentucky infautry,) was stationed at Lexing-
tom, and on the 23d, by request of Mr. Fisk, of
the Senate, he took 300 of his men to Frank-
fort to guard the capital against a threatened
attack, leaving 350 men, under command of
Lieut. Col. Scott, at Lexington. The move-
ments of the State Guard companies at this
time were exceedingly mysterious, and gave
rige to startling rumors of intended attack upon
State or municipal property. The event proved,
however, that they were only desirous to get
away to the Confedewte lines with their arms,
which necessitated stealthy movements. On
the 26th Brigadier General O. M. Mitchell, who
had on the 18th assumed command of the De-
partment of the Ohio, which embraced Ohio,
Indiana, and fifteen miles into Kentucky op-
posite Cincinnati, by invitation of General
Anderson and the Kentucky Legislature, took
possession of the K.C. R. R. as far south as
Lexington. He directed Colonel Vandever to
station the companies of his regiment (the
Thirty-fifth Ohio volunteer infantry) at the
various bridges along the line of the road, and
sent Colonel J, B. Steadman, with the Fourteenth
Ohio volunteer infantyy, to take his position
on the Lonisville and Lexington Railroad.

ARRIVAL OF OHIO AND INDIANA TROOPS,

General Thomas, having been informed by his
outpost that the enemy in heavy force had oe-
cupied London, felt that he could no longer
risk the safety of his command, which, depleted
by theabsence of two regiments and Woolford’s
cavalry, left only the Fourth Kentucky in-
fantry and the Tennessee rcgiments at Camp
Dick Robinson. Colonel W. A. Hoskins, at
Somerset, on the Cumberland River; Colonel
Barnes, at Irvine, and Colonel W. J. Landram,
at Big Hill, on the road leading from London
into central Kentucky, via Richmond, were all
actively engaged in reeruiting and at the same
time performing excellent serviee as outposts.
On the 22d of September be wrote General An-
derson, strongly urging that, to enable him to
advance upon the enemy with any show of sue-
cess, he should be supplied with 4,000 well-
drilled troops, consisting of four infantry regi-
ments and a battery of artillery. He was con-
stantly beset with importunities frem citizens
on both sides of the border to advance to their
relief; but he was far too wise a commander to
heed their appeals, no matter how much his
kind beart might have been stirred by the re-
cital of their wrongs. To this requisition Gen-
eral Anderson replied that Louisville was
strongly threatenecd, and that for the present
no troops could be spared for the purpose for
which they were required. General Anderson
wrote, however, to the President and to the
Governors of Ohio and Indiana, stating the
immediate necessity for eompliance with the
request of General Thomas. Failing to receive
the required re-enforcements from his depart-
ment commander, General Thomas dispatched
the writer to confer with General Mitchell at
Cineinnati, who at once ordered the Thirty-
third Indiana, Colonel Jno, Coburn; the Thirty-
first Olio, Colonel M. B. Walker; the Seven-
teenth Ohio, Colonel Connel; the Thirty-eighth
Ohio, Celonel Bradley; the Twenty-first Ohio,
Colonel Norton, and two batteries of artillery,
under Major Lawrence, to report for duty to
General Thomas,

GENLRAL THOMAS DETERMINES TO ADVANCE.

Althongh greatly hampered in field operations
by the lack of wagons, General Thomas now
determined upon an active campaign against
the enemy in East Tennessee. On the 1st of
October he wrote General Mitchell, thanking
him for his prompt response to the call for
troops, stating, at the same time, the pressing
need for means of transportation, and elased as
follows: “If you could send a eolumn of about
four regiments up the Big Sandy and move it
south, ticrough the eounties of Floyd, Letcher
and Harlan, in co-operation with my adyanee
by Barboursville, I belieye that we might easily
seize the railroad and eut off all communica-
tion between Virginia and the Somth throngh
Tennessce, before the enemy will have time to
re-enforee Zollicoffer sufficiently to prevent it.”

This was practicelly the scheme contem-
plated in the order directing the oganization
of troops at Camp Diek Robinson in July, and
toward the consummation of which both Nel-
son and Thomas had bent their most strenuous
efforts, Unfortunately, the Government was
yet to learn the ability of General Thomas to
conduct great enterprises, His army training
rendered him imeapabls of resorting to the
means used by many other commanders to
bring himself into prominence. He had no po-
litical friend at the National Capitdl tosound his
praises in the ear of the President and he would
have regarded it as a breach of discipline to
open correspondence with the War Department
except through the regular channels. He was
almost nnknown to the press of the conntry.
Knowing as we now do the weakness of the
enemy’s lines and the great administrative
ability of General Thomas, there is no doubt,
had the Departments of the Ohio and the
Cumberiand been united under his command,
that the 15th of Octoher would have found
him at the head of a strong force at Knoxville,
while the Confederate lines in Kentncky
would have been compelled to resumne their
old position south of the Cumberland River.
Of all the regiments that had been sent to
Kentucky but one—the Thirty-third Indiana
—was supplied with wagons, and this regi-
ment was immediately gent to the front. The
forward movement was retarded by the lack of
transportation for the great quantity of eamp
equipage necessary for the proper care of men
not yet inured to exposure, and for the organi-
zation of supply traius to transport subsistence
stores from Nicholasyille to the front and te
transport arms and army supplies to the unor-
ganized regiments awaiting them in East Ten-
nessee.  Five hundred wagons (he had plenty
of mules) would have enabled him to move for-
ward at once via Richmond and Crab Orchard to

London, where the two yroads unite, and thence
to Kunoxville, with an aamy twice as large as
that with which he aftewvards defeated Zolli-
cofier ab Mill Springs, apgmented by the or-
ganization of at least oy regiments of troops
in East Tennessee. Bug the golden opportunity
was allowed to pass. Mis'repeated requests for
means of transportation yers anheeded until
the winter rains lLad econverted the clay roads
into mud 5o still and sticky that the strength

GLRANT AT VIGKSBURG.

Storming the Confederate Works on the
%24 of May.

A GALLANT ASSAULT.

McClernand’s Corps Carries an
Angle of the Works.

A BLOODY REPULSE.

An Ineffectual Attack, Followed
By a Protracted Siege.

[By the Comte de Paris.]

The general assault was fixed for the 22d at
10 o’clock in the morning: the corps command-
ers had regulated thgir watehes so as to secure
greater unanimity to the movement. They
were to make their troops advance at onece in
columns of platoons over all the roads leading
to Vicksburg, northeast, east, and sontheast.
Believing that they had failed on the 19th be-
cause the attacks had been limited to those
portions of the enemy's line adjoining the
roads, they had carefully examined all this
line during the two following days, and se-
lected new points of attack. The crews of the
vessels which had remained above planted six
mortars on large rafts moored close to the
bank, so as to be able toj fire into the works
over the styip of land and the turning-point
in the river. These mortars fired bombshells
during the entire nigh#, and at 7 o’cock in the
morning Porter came with the ironclads that
were lying below Vicksburg to place himself
within four hundred and forty yards of the
lower batteries, upon which he poured a shower
of shot. From 3 o’¢lock in the morning Grant’s
artillery had made Pemberton aware of the
attack that was preparing against kim. When
daylight appeared the skirmishers, advancing
as close as possible along the edge of the woods
and among the ravines, which afforded them
some shelter. came to mingle ‘the sharp craek
of their rifles with the louder booming of the
cannon. During four hours the Confederates,
surrounded by a eircle of fire, were exposed to
the most terrible bombardment that can possibly
be eonceived. Their firing, at first brisk and
precise, soon began to slacken .in that part of
the line facing the rfver, while on the land
side the balls of Grant’s sharpshooters finally
prevented the gunners from serving their
pieces.

THE ARMY ADVANCES TO THE CHARGE.

At last, at the hour agreed upon, the assanlt-
ing columns were formed, and the three Fed-
eral corps moved forward at the same moment.
- Sherman had become convinced that he could
not attack the enemy except by following, by
way of the Cemetery road, the line of hillocks
connecting the northern ridge and the hill
which commanded it te the meighboring
heights. Everywhere else it was necessary to
traverse either of the two raviuoes, and the
difficulties of the ground did not admit of a
sufficient number of troops being brought for-
ward at onee for the purpose of storming the
works. The Confederates were fully aware of
this, and had taken particular care to fortify
the bare approaches of Cemetery road. A strong
bastion surrounded by a ditch cemmanded
them the more easily that this recad wound
along a narrow ridge, and, after following the
diteh of the bastion, it entered the inclosmre of
the insxie walls. More to the right, the forti-
fied front extened along the ravine, lowering
at a point where the latter beecame more nar-
row. Blair's division was ordered to attack
the bastion, and, while waiting for the decisive
mement, it took position as near as possible
to the enemy’s defenses without exposing itself
to their fire. A detachment of one hundred
and fifty resolute men led the mareh with
planks to bridge the ditch: Ewing's brigade
followed it in eclumn by flank, a formation
rendered necessary by the narrowness of the
road. The two other brigades, not being able
to deploy alongside of the latter, were held in
reserve., On the Confederate side, Shoup's
brigade of Smith’s division defended the bas-
tion, while a brigade of Ferney’s division was
posted on the right of the road. At 10 o’clock
precisely Ewing pushes his column forward at
a double-quick through the open space that has
to be traversed, and the entire artillery of the
division, covering that portion of the enemy’s
line which it is sought to carry with projectiles,
does not allow its defenders to interrupt the
niarch of the assailants. The latter cross the
ridge and climD the gentle slope along which
the road aseends as far as the bastion; they are
about passing beyond this work and reaching
the inside wall at the point where the road
penctrates, when the Confederates open upen
them such a terrific fire from all the fronts
commanding this point that the assaulting col-
umn hesitates and halts. The Federal soldiers,
unable to advance and unwilling to fall back,
throw themselves into the ditch of the bastion,
planting their colors on the parapet, and quickly
throw up asmall breastwork in order to shelter
themselves from the fire by flank. The two
other brigades protect them by firing upom
every Confederate who shows his head above
the parapet., But they cannot penetrate the
fiery circle which Ewing was unable to enter
without unnecessarily exposing themselves to
inevitable destruction. The latter, therefore, is
recalled, and Blair, hoping to find less formida-
ble obstacles elsewhere, orders Giles A, Smith,
in conjunction with Rausom’s brigade of Me-
Pherson's corps, to eross the ravine into which
he has descended on the left for the purpose of
attacking the works extending south of the
Cemetery road. Notwithstanding the steep-
ness of the aclivity, the copscwood, and the
abatis which obstruet their mareh, the Federal
soldiers draw near the enemy’s intrenchments;
but they have lost that cohesiveness which isso
necessary in delivering an assault, and, being
divided into small groups, they emerge succes-
sively in sight of these works in proportion as
the ground has more or less retarded their
movements. Being received by a regular and
well-sustained fire, they become engaged in a
useless musketry-duel with a portion of For-
ney’s division. Finally, the boldest among
them rush upon the parapet, dragzing a number
of their comrades after them, But at this me-
ment Forney receives a timely re-enforcement,
Bowen has sent him two brigades, which
double the number of his forces, and the de-
fenders of the point attacked by Ransom find
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in its turn proves a failure ; at abount 2 o’clock
in the afternoon the Federals are driven back
into the woods from whenee they had smerged.

taken a position whence he has advanced
against the extreme left of the enemy’s line
near the river. Buat for a distance of more
than four hundred yards he had to ascend
slopes under cultivation, commanded by the
works forming this line. The Confederate
division under Smith, which occupied these
works, had opened a destructive fire upen
him: he ha®vainly gathered together his forces
for the purpose of carrying the battery nearest
the river. His efforts proved fruitless, and
before 2 o’clock he was obliged to abandon the
idea of a new attack against these formidable
positions. 3
AN INEFFECTUAL ATTACK.

In the mcantime McPherson was approach-
ing, by way of the Jackson road, the eulminat-
ing point before mentioned, which stood in
front of him. His soldiers had displayed the
same courage as these of Sherman, but, being
obliged to follow a narrow and open ridge like
those on the Cemetery road, they were equally
unsuccessful. His line extended beyond the
Jackson road on the right, and on the left as
far as within half a mile of the railroad. Ran-
som’s brigade, which alone represented MeAr-
thur's division, formed the extreme right.
Logan, in the center, had placed the two brig-
ades under Leggett and J. E. Smith along she
Jackson road, while his third brigade, under
Stevenson, was deployed on the left over the
slopes which reach down toward the ravine
whence the Big Bayou derives its source.
Finally, Quinby’s division extended on his
left, separated by this ravine from the enemy’s
works, which at this peint made a deep salient
angle ; this condition of the ground did not
allow him to attack them vigorously, and his
action was comnfined to some trifliiug demon-
strations,

Logan, on the contrary, had given the sig-
nal of attack at 10 o'clock, and Leggett had
advanced while the firing of the Federal guns
was increasing in intensity. But he had not
been able to reach the enemy's works, and
Smith, who had come to his assistance, had,
like him, been driven out of the open space,
of which the Cenfederate cannon bad com-
plete command. Stevenson, protected by the
sinuosities of the ground, succeeded in climb-
ing the slopes that stoed before him; but, his
line being thinned, he found himself too weak
to appreach the bastions which crowned their
summits, and was likewise vepulsed. The at-
tack of which we bave already spoken, and
which Ransom led against the right of For-
ney’s division, took place a little later.

MCCLERNAND'S ATTACK.

MecClernand formed the left of the Federal
army. Before him the works of the place, fol-
lowing the summit of the hills, receded more
and more from the borders of Big Bayeu, so
that he had been able to take a position on the
other side of this stream along the connterforis
of the slopes, the summit of . which was oecu-
pied by Stevemson’s Confederate division. A.
J. Smith and Carr were deployed right and
left of the railroad, along a ravime of small
depth, which the road formerly eressed by a
wooden bridge, before penetrating a deep trench
on the other side.

The only battery of heavy artillery brought
over by Grant, consisting of six thirty-pounder
Parro't guns, was posted in the rear of Carr's
right, and its fire succeeded in effecting a
breach in the salient angle of one of the prin-
cipal redoubts of the enemy, where two guns
were dismounted. At a distance on the left
there was, first of ail, Usterhaus, separated
from Carr by the prolengation of the valley,
which trended eastward in the direction of the
bayeu, and beyond it Hovey, who was at a
greater distance from the enemy’s line than
the others. There was between Hovey's left
and the river a space of more than three thou-
sand yards which the Federals had not bean
able to invest. Grant had merely sought to
mark this space by placing on the Warrenton
road two brigades of MecArthur's division,
recently landed, which were ordered %0 join
their fire to that of the fleet againss the bat-
teries erected on the summit of the bluff at
the southern extremity of the inclosure.

McClernand’s attack takes plase at the same
hour as that of the two other corps. Smith
and Carr cross the valley at a double-quick
under the cross-fire of the ememy’s batteries.
Lawler's brigade of Carr’s division, which had
achieved distinction at the Big Black River
bridge, and Landram’s brigade of Smith’s di-
vision, reach the werks with great quickness,
while a detachment ef the Twenty-second Iows
scales thie parapet of a lunette, of which it finally
takes possession. But the rest of the line has
been broken, and cannot takeadvantage of this
first suceess, The lunette itself is commanded
by the main line of the Confederates: a hand-
to-hand fight follows, grenades are hurled in
eve - direction, and men fire upon each other
at close range. The defenders, whe would not
abandon theirpost, and the assailants, who have
penetrated into the work, are nearly all killed
or wounded within this narrow space. The
survivors, being exposed on 2ll sides to the pro-
jectiles of both friends and foes, throw them-
selves flat upon the ground, and remain in that
position for several hours, almost metionless
side by side. One man only ameng the Federals,
Sergeant Griflith, found the means of making
his escape by jumping the parapet; and he had
even the good luck of taking several prisouers
with him,

BURBRIDGE AND BESTON CAREY A SALIENT.
The two other brigades of Smith and Carr
have been held in reserve. Their commanders,
Burbridge and Benton, led them to the relief of
their comrades: they are decimated in their
turn while traversing the valley, but they do
not allow themselves to be checked by their
losses nor by the sight of the dead and wounded
which the preceding attack has seattered all
along their route. They even take with them
a small howitzer, which Captain White bravely
plants in front of an embrazure of the enemy.
The salient gngle, which had heen struck in the
morning by the projectiles of the heavy artil-
lery, is reached ; about sixty men enter the re-
doubt, hoisting a flag upon the parapet. The
rest of the two brigades find shelter in the ditch,
where they defend themselves. The point thus
secured was of the highest importance, and if
the Federals had taken immediate advantage of
this first success, the enemy's line would have
been pierced. But they were toe much scat-
tered and weakened to be able to do this
Stevenson, who is in command of the defenders,
calls for volunteers to recover the position lost,
Two ccmpanies of Waals Legion, from Texas,
undertake this task and rush upon the Federals
who occupy the angle of the redoubt; the lat-
ter, surrounded on all sides, are taken pricon-

themselves, like those on the Cemetery road,

On the right of Sherman, Steele has finally |

—

stronger numerically than the assailants. At | tween those of the assailints who are in the
the expiration of half an hour this new attempt |sditch and the defenders whe are masters of the

interior of the work. Two Federal flags Soas
| fora considerable length of time betwoen tham,
| notil at last eash party carries off one of them.
Eut this eonfliet is without results for Grant's
soldiers. Hovey and Osterhans cannot give
them any assistanee, because, having been ree
pulsed in all their attacks, they cannet oceupy
the enemy except by keeping up a sharp five of
musketry against him. MecClernand, seeing
the two flags still fleating on the enemy's
parapet, believes that his soldiers are in posses-
sion of the work, and sends for McArthur to
come to him. ‘The latier was alout to atiack 3
battery whigh the fleet had silenced when this
message was received : he started at ones, bu$
the distance being grext he conld not arrive in
time, and subsequent instructions made him
take arother direction before he had resched
this section of the battlefleld. Affer resisting
the enemy, who was pouring shell into theis
midst, for a considerable length of time, Carr's
snd Smith's soldiers have been compelled to
seek a less dangercus position im the rear, and
bhave abandoned the diteh, full of dead and
wounded, which they have s¢ valiantly dige
puted, to the Texans. In the meanwhile Mes
Clernand has apprised Grant that he has taken
possession of two works, asking him both for
re-enforcements to completo the victory and &
diversion in his favor along the rest of the line,

MCCLERNAND CALLS FOR RE-ENFORCEMENTS,
The Federals, repulsed everywhers, have abane
doned the idea of murderous assanlts, the use
lessness of which has been fully demonstrated,
The generul-in-chief has gone to join Sherman
at the post of observation which the latter oc-
cupies at a distance of only two hundred yapds
from the ecemy’s line; the dead are gathered
up and the woanded cared for. Up to this time,
all his troops being engaged, Grant, who hag
but little confidence in Me(lernand’s jadgment,
has not sent him the re-enforeements which the
latter has been asking for since the beginning
of the action. Nevertheless, npon his repeated
assertions that he is in possession of two of the
enemy’s works, he determines to gratify him,
While he is proceeding in person to the latter's
headquarters, he leaves directions with Sherman
and McPherson to remew the seack unless
they receive conuter-orders in due time: the
latter was also to send one of Quinby’s brig-
ades to complete the suecess announced by Me-
Clernand. Toward 4 o'cleck the Federals re-
new the fight—with less unanimity and dash,
although with as much courage as in the morn-
ing. Steele, on the right, descends once more
into the ravine, leaving again within it ssveral
hundreds of killed and wounded. He is ree
pulsed. Mower's brigade of Tuttle's divisiom
attacks the bastion before which Ewing has
sustained such cruel losses; it reaches the pamae
pet, but is driven back in its turn upon Bilair's
division, which has deployed for the purpese
of sustaining it. McPherson receives anothes
check along-the Juckson road. ~He is obliged
to bring back to the charge Logan’'s divisiom,
which has already been severely tried, and
which the concentric fire of the enemy is deei-
mating for the second time. Quinby has seng
Boomer’s brigade, which has fought so val-
iantly at Champion’s Hill, to Medlernand.
But the difficulties of the ground delay itom
the road, and it is almost dark when it asrives
in front of the works whieh no cne is any
longer disputing to the enemy. The latter, on
the contrary, has assnmed the offensive, and
the brave Boomer is killed while protecting
the retreat of Smith's divishn, which is taken
back te a less exposed pesition.

THE CHECEK COMPLETE AND DEGIVEL

This bloody and fruitless conflict cost the
Federals three thousand men, smeng whom
was an upusual proportion of killed. The Con-
federates had only eight hundred men dige
abled. The eheck which Graut had just ewpe.
rienced was complete and decisive. This cheele
was due, in the first iustanece, to the exvor com-
mitted by Grant in believing the ememiy's
army to be yreduced to twelve or Sffcen thou-
sand men, in counting upom its diseournge-
ment, and in not estimating the strength of
the works erected before him st their tme
value. We must also attribute this disaster ta
the extreme difficunity of the ground, which
obliged the assoulting columus to sdvance in &
long parrow line against some points which
were in no other way approschable—a formae
tion which rendered the attack ineffoctive and
prevented the timely arrival of reserves; im
short, it did mot admit of rapid communicas
tions from point to point in the line of assalle
ants.
This severe lesson tanght Grant that i
would require seme other means to reduce
piace. It did not, however, set him: perma-
nently against this system of simultaneons at-
tacks against pesitions too strong 0 be carried
by assault; for, as we shail see shortly, he tried
the same thing again, although with anothew
army, in the disastrous battle of Cold Harbor,
which was an exaet repetition of the assault on
Vicksburg,

A New !machn.:cth Rellef Corps.

John H. Chipman, jr., Relief Corps, No. 30
was instituted at @irand Army Hall, at Beverly,
Mass., by Mrs. M. Susie Goedale, of Medford,
Acting Department Presideat, sssisted by M,
Matilda E. Lawton, of South Boston, as Cone
ductor, and Mrs. Daniel Faller, of Danvers, ag
Chaplain. The officers are: President, Mrs
Kate R. Hood; Senior Vice-Presiient, Mm
Alice Cressy; Jumiecr Viee-President, Mm
Nancy S. Herviek ; Seeretary, Mrs, Georgis K.
Ingersoll; Chaplain, Mrs. Lucy A. Ober;
Treasurer, Mrs. Adelia Maguire; Conductor,
Mrs. Carrie A. Spear; Guasd, Mrs, Mary I
Barter. In the eveuning at § o'clock a pablio
installation was hcll at Grand Anuy Hall, af
which & large number of John M. Chipmaan, je.,
Post, No. 89, G. A. R, were in attendanee, a3
also representatives of the press The Relief
Corps commeness its existence with a membere
ship of ninety, aad is destined to be a valuable
snxiliary o Pest Neo. 80. The thirty Relief
Corps in the Siate number 1,300 membors, who
are doing a good work in assisting in th
of the sick members of the Order.

Columbas, Ohlo, ét-n:ﬁca—-h_rud Army Day,

The execntive commitiee of the ex-Soldiers
and Sailops Association, of Franklin county,
Ohio, vader whose mapagement the soldiers’
Reunion will be keld at Columbus, from July
20th to 27th, bave sct apart Thuarsday, July
Mith, as Grand Army Doy, and Department
Commander Clark, of Ohio, has issucd a special
order calling the attention of the varicus Posts
to the f2ct. The exercises of the day will cons
sist, in part, of & grand parade of the Posts of
the Grand Army of the Republie in the afters
noon, and a Grand Army Comp-fire in the ovens
ing. The full programme, list of speakers, efo,
wiil be announced in future erders,
e

If your lungs are almest wasted by consumpe
tion, Dr. Pierce’s “ Golden Medical Discovery™
wiill not eure you, yet as & remedy for sevore
eoughs, and all enrable bronchial, throst, sad
lung alfections, it is unsurpassed. Send two
stamps for Dr. Pierce's large pamphlet tveatise
ou Consnwption and Kindred Affections. Ads

ers. The combat, however, is continued be-

dress Womtdb's Drspaxsany MupIcal Asse-
crarion, Bufiile, N. X,




